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Marcus Weden has become the newest 
attorney in the law firm of Sweet & 
Maier, S.C.   He received his Bache-
lor ’ s degree in Finance, Investment, 
and Banking from the University of Wis-
consin—Madison in 2002, and gradu-
ated on the Dean ’ s list.   He went on 
to receive his law degree from  Mar-
quette University Law School in 2006. 
Marcus graduated in the top 25% of his 
law school class, made the Dean's list, 
and was co-founder of the Business 
Law Society.  Following law school, 
Marcus went to work for Deloitte Tax, 
LLP in Milwaukee, Wisconsin as a Tax 
Manager.  At Deloitte Tax, he had over 
6 years of experience in income tax and 
sales tax planning and audit defense.  
He has worked with multiple clients who 
were being audited by the Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue and has suc-
cessfully reduced tax assessments and 
often worked with clients to get in a net 
refund position.  For example, Marcus 
successfully represented a Wisconsin 
non-profit company in negotiations with 
the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.  
Through these negotiations, Marcus 
worked with the Department to obtain a 
reduction in penalties and interest of 
over $50,000 for the taxpayer. 

Mr. Weden ’ s background in “ big 
four ”  public accounting provides him 
with a unique perspective on Wisconsin 
tax matters and  positions him to advise 
clients of all sizes at Sweet & Maier, 
S.C. 

 

Fall 2012 Sweet & Maier, SC Welcomes Attorney Marcus Weden 

Marcus will concentrate his law practice pri-
marily in the areas of business law, estate 
planning, real estate, and taxation.  His le-
gal services will include advising clients in 
tax and business planning and other trans-
actional matters.  Marcus has a wide variety 
of experience providing practical advice to 
clients on business transactional matters, 
including business formations, succession 
planning, and the sale or acquisition of a 
business.  Marcus ’  practice will also in-
clude working with clients to draft estate 
plans that efficiently transfer assets and 
minimize estate taxes. 

Marcus grew up  locally on Booth Lake, in 
the East Troy area. Marcus and his wife 
Sarah, who works for Aurora Health Care in 
Burlington and Elkhorn as a registered 
nurse,  are happy to be returning to their 
roots in Walworth County.   

To contact Attorney Weden email:    

mweden@wisclaw.com or call 262-723-
5480 
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Sweet & Maier, S.C. Introduces Attorney 
Christina Green 
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Attorney Christina M. Green has 
been working with Sweet & Maier, 
SC for several months in an  “Of 
Counsel “ capacity.   Christina has 
a J.D. degree from the University 
of Wisconsin Law School, and is 
licensed to practice in Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Michigan.  Christina is a 
partner with the Chicago law firm 
of Staub, Anderson & Green, and, 
together, Sweet & Maier, SC and 
Staub, Anderson & Green are able 

to combine their talents and experience to provide the best in 
legal services for their mutual clients in the state line area.  Ms. 
Green is experienced in a wide variety of general corporate and 
real estate matters. Christina concentrates her practice in com-
mercial and corporate finance, acting as lender's and bor-
rower's counsel, and in commercial real estate, including acqui-
sitions and development, leasing and condominiums. She has 
represented financial institutions in middle market loans, includ-
ing general commercial loans, asset-based loans, real estate 
acquisition loans and construction loans. Christina's clientele 
includes financial institutions, condominium and shopping cen-
ter developers, and real estate management companies.   

Christina, her husband Clancy, and their daughter Katie live in 
Fontana, WI.  

Taxmaggedon:  Upcoming 2013 Capital 
Gains Tax 

purchased after the 2000 tax year and held for a minimum of five 
years  If nothing changes the special tax rates on long-term gains 
and qualified dividends will expire on December 31, 2012. Starting 
2013, the tax rate on long-term gains will increase, and the distinction 
between ordinary and qualified dividends will disappear, and all divi-
dends will be subject to the ordinary tax rates.   The looming increase 
poses a tempting reason to sell now for anyone who is sitting on 
large unrealized gains in stocks, property or other assets  At year's 
end, rates on ordinary income, interest, capital gains, dividends, gifts 
and estates are set to jump—in some cases sharply. Other tax bene-
fits will lapse as well, affecting all levels of taxpayers   

People are right to be concerned about the capital gains tax rate 
(a.k.a. “investment” tax rate) going up.  Currently, the capital gains 
tax rate is 15%.  But as of January 2013, the “Bush tax cuts” will ex-
pire, and President Obama is opposed to extending them again.  The 
capital gains tax rate will increase to somewhere between 20% and 
25%, depending on your income, and higher income investors will 
pay an additional new 3.8% capital gains tax to help pay for the 
“Obamacare” health law, recently ruled Constitutional in a 5-4 ruling 
by the U.S. Supreme Court.  If that were not enough, if President 
Obama is reelected on November 6th, we expect to see a major sel-
loff in investments of all kinds in November and December.  If you 
are selling property, an unfortunate side effect of this selloff may be a 
depressing of investment property prices due to a glut of sellers, 
leading to a “buyers’ market.”  The Republican Presidential candi-
date, Governor Mitt Romney, is for making the Bush tax cuts perma-
nent, and has pledged not to raise capital gains tax rates.  He has 
also stated that he will push for a repeal of Obamacare,  thereby nul-
lifying the new 3.8% capital gains tax increase mentioned above.  
Altogether, the outcome of the November election will be particularly 
relevant for investment property owners like you.  You’ll need to stay 
tuned as you weigh your decision to sell your property, as many po-
litical observers on both sides of the aisle currently view the presiden-
tial election as too close to call. 

 

It's often said the only things certain in life are death and taxes.  
As it stands, there are more than two dozen tax-law changes 
scheduled to take effect in 2013. Some of them target nearly 
every single taxpayer, while others are more narrowly focused 
on individuals, such as small business stockholders, and home 
sellers. 

Of most immediate concern to investors is the scheduled in-
crease in tax rates on capital gains. Currently, the federal gov-
ernment recognizes three types of capital gains:   Short-term 
gains - Profits from assets held for less than one full year.  Or-
dinary long-term gains - Profits from assets held for more 
than one year  Qualified long-term gains - Profits from assets 
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Recently, Corporate Counsel Magazine, announced its “Top Lawyers” list.  John L. Maier, Jr. was 
selected for the honor of “Top Lawyers” and will appear in the April, 2013 issue of Corporate Coun-
sel Magazine.  In addition, John was named the 2013 Madison area “Lawyer of the Year” in the field 
of Land Use & Zoning law.   Only a single lawyer in each practice area in each community is being 
honored as the “Lawyer of the Year”.   
John commented on the recognition: "This is quite an honor for all of us who practice law outside the 
“big cities” and shows that some of the most innovative legal work in zoning and land use is being 
carried out in the rural areas of the state.  My Walworth County colleagues and I are constantly in-
volved in devising ways to solve our clients’ problems in a way that protects both their property 
rights, as well as the needs of the public. The fact that Corporate Counsel included me in its selec-
tion of "Top Lawyers," signals that my constant effort to deliver on my commitment to my clients 
has paid off.  It is gratifying to be recognized by my peers in this 
way.”   
John says that clients looking for a lawyer to help them resolve 
their legal concerns should ask these questions: 

• Does this attorney have experience familiar with the laws ap-
plicable to my case? 

• Will I receive a high level of individualized attention? 

• What type of legal value will I receive for my money? 

• How quickly can my legal need be effectively resolved? 
John’s experience locally in land use and zoning has included responsibility for some of the most 
familiar of our Walworth County “landmarks”, such as:  The Abbey Resort; the Lodge at Geneva 
Ridge (formerly Interlaken Resort); Lake Lawn Lodge and Airport, the Wal-Mart/Lowe’s development 
in Delavan; and the Geneva National Community. 
John L. Maier is also included in Wisconsin Super Lawyers, an honor awarded to the top five per-
cent of statewide lawyers, by nomination and vote of their peers.  Sweet & Maier, S.C. provides legal 
representation in a diverse range of practice areas, including:  Business Law, Real Estate, Land Use 
and Zoning, Environmental Law, Land Use & Development, Lake Front Development, Community 
Association Law and Estate Planning and Probate. 
For more information on Sweet & Maier, S.C., 
please visit our website at:  www.wisclaw.com or 
call the “Inns of Court” at 262-723-5480. 

 

John Leonard Maier, Jr. Named “Land Use and Zoning Lawyer of the Year” 

 

2012 Favorite Halloween Costumes 
Gone are the days when you could throw a sheet over 
your head and call it a Halloween costume. Halloween 
is serious business. Retailers expect Americans to 
spend about $8 billion on the day; about $1.1 billion of 
that will be spent on children's costumes this year. 
Part of the fun of the holiday is coming up with a crea-
tive Halloween costume. So, what are the popular cos-
tumes this year?  For kids, there will be plenty of the 
traditional costumes: princesses, super heroes, witches 
and pirates.  
Favorites for little boys are Captain America and Power 
Rangers costumes. 

Still high on the list for girls is the Princess costume.  
This year Monster High is also popular. 
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 It's Our Right and Our Duty to Vote! 

Recently, I sat listening to some older family members 
talk about years gone by. They reminisced about the 
World War II years and of how their ancestors had 
fought in other wars before them in order to ensure 
our liberty. As I listened, I thought about the tremen-
dous responsibility that comes with freedom. 

Freedom is liberty; it is not being under someone else's 
control. It is having the right, indeed, the responsibility, 
to take a stand on issues that affect our nation. There is 
no greater way to exercise our freedom, to ensure that 
freedom, than to vote.  We live in the greatest country in 
the history of this planet—the greatest experiment in 
freedom in the lifetime of our species. There are a vari-
ety of views as to what voting means, but in the end I 
think that it is so important to have one ’ s voice heard 
in the voting booth.  Indeed this philosophy has been 
with us since the beginnings of this great nation.  Alex-
ander Hamilton said that “ a share in the sovereignty of 
the state which is exercised by the citizens at large in 
voting at elections is one of the most important rights of 
the subject, and in a republic ought to stand foremost in 
the estimation of the law. ”   Thomas Jefferson told us 
“ should things go wrong at any time, the people will 
set them to rights by the peaceable exercise of their 
elective rights. ”   November 2012 is the time to “ set 
things to rights. ”  

 It is our responsibility as citizens to vote; it is a right 
that many take for granted; one that defines our nation 
as a democracy.    It is our duty to stay informed and 
involved, to keep the candidates honest, and to exer-
cise our hard-earned right. We need to read and listen, 
find out about the candidates, and decide for ourselves. 
We need to decide not from a knee-jerk response but 
by making a decision based on carefully weighing what 
a candidate offers. Find out all that you can about these 
people.  They will be representing and making deci-
sions that affect  you and your family. 

People use a variety of excuses to rationalize why they 
do not vote. Some say they do not vote because small 
numbers cannot make a difference, or because one 
vote will not matter at all. There are also those Ameri-
cans who do not vote, because they simply are not 
concerned about doing so.  All Americans who do not 
participate in the election process because of a lack of 
concern should consider the long road our  

forefathers and foremothers traveled in 
order to give us the freedom to vote.  
Consider this:   "On July 9, 1868, the 
14th Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States was ratified by a three

-fourths majority  
of the state legislatures, giving black men the right 
as citizens of the United States to vote in any public 
election. Prior to this, only white male landowners 
could legally vote. In 1920, women's rights activists 
helped push the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing 
women in America the right to vote, too. Congress 
acted again in 1961 to protect the voting rights of 
African Americans; with the ratification of the 24th 
Amendment, it declared the poll tax- a popular sup-
pressing measure, unconstitutional. Finally, in 1971, 
the 26th Amendment passed, giving U.S. citizens 18 
years of age or older the right to participate in our 
democracy."  

 In Washington, D.C., the monument from the Ko-
rean War reads, "Freedom is not free." How easy it 
appears for some to sit around and allow others to 
make all the decisions, fearful of serving the nation 
that has served so many, not believing each vote 
matters, or simply not caring. Freedom requires our 
effort and our time. It does not just happen, and re-
fusal to value liberty through voting may one day be 
the end of that liberty.  

The United States presidential election of 2012 is 
the next United States presidential election, to be 
held on Tuesday, November 6, 2012. It will be the 
57th quadrennial presidential election.  As specified 
in the Constitution, the 2012 presidential election 
will coincide with the United States Senate elections 
where one-third of the Senators will face re-election 
also. 

To sum up, the message is simply this — each indi-
vidual that lays claim to citizenship 
has a duty to vote, so please assume 
your duty of citizenship and vote for 
whomever and whatever you support 
in November.  The price good men 
pay for indifference to public affairs is 
to be ruled by evil men.  
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Need A Speaker? 

Do you have a group you would like John, Marcus or Chris-
tina to speak at?  A church  group, a club, a work group?  We 
would be honored to speak on various  topics including  es-
tate planning, real estate purchases and sales,  condomini-
ums, corporations, limited liability companies and general 
business matters among may others. 

Just give us a call at:  262-723-5480 or email John at:   
jmaier@wisclaw.com to  schedule a speaker. 

 

There are  two things none of us can avoid; 
death and taxes, but the majority of people 
work their whole lives, and have faithfully paid 
their income taxes every year.  These people 
don't ’  understand  what  this business about 
the IRS taking a big chunk out of their estate 
when we die is all about, or what they can do 
about it.   

We are right to be concerned and upset be-
cause President Obama and the US Senate 
have sat by and done nothing, and as a result 
of their inaction, at the end of this year the ex-
isting law will expire.  If this is allowed to hap-
pen, the amount people can leave without pay-
ing Federal Estate Tax to the IRS will be re-
duced to $1,000,000.00 and the maximum tax 
rate will rise to 55%.  This is truly more than 
taxation.  In reality, it is more like confiscation!  
What I can suggest is that in addition to talking 
with your lawyer about ways to minimize estate 
taxes, you may want to consider a political so-
lution as the best way to act at this time.  In this 
election there is a real difference between the 
candidates.  Presidential Candidate Mitt Rom-
ney, and our own Congressman, Paul Ryan, 
who is the Vice-Presidential Candidate, have 
both proposed elimination of the Federal Estate 
Tax.  In general, they believe that people, like 
you, who have worked hard all their lives, and 
paid their taxes, should not have their estates 
raided by the tax man just because they die!    

 

They, and Candidate for US Senate 
Tommy Thompson, support the per-
manent elimination of the Federal 
Estate Tax as it wrongfully taxes 
wealth repeatedly, leads to people 
spending a lot of money on tax avoid-

ance schemes, and can have a catastrophic effect on 
family farms or other businesses ( if they have to be 
sold to pay the tax ) .  So, if you are in agreement with 
that position, the Romney/Ryan Tax Plan is something 
that you may want to look more into, and decide to 
support.  The election is on Tuesday, November 6, 
2012.   Everyone ’ s vote is important.  

If you have questions about your estate plan call us for 
a check—up at 262-723-5480 

Avoiding Death Taxes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet, & Maier S.C. 

PO Box 318 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut on the line and return with your name and address. 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

To:   John L. Maier, Jr.    Your Name: ____________________ 

 Sweet, & Maier S.C. 

 PO Box 318    Address:           ____________________ 

 Elkhorn, WI 5312      _____________________ 

 

Please send me information on the following topics: 

___Hiring and Working with an Attorney  ___Wills and Estate Planning 

___Buying and Selling Real Estate   ___Living Trusts 

___Family Limited Partnerships   ___Starting a Business 

___Durable Powers of Attorney   ___Probate 

___Other topic (s) of interest___________________________________________ 


