A MAN OF SERVICE AND JOY

Lowell Sweet decided to become a lawyer when he was seven years of age, and  began his career as a politician at age nine campaigning door to door to put a stop to FDR’s campaign for a third term. That is an idea that someone should advocate with our long term congressional representatives.  Lowell says that he never met a lawyer, and  was never inside a court room until he enrolled in law school, but from early on he was a man on a mission.

Lowell grew up in Beercher Metropolitan District, a suburb of Flint, Michigan.  He is a graduate of Wayne University (now Wayne State University) in Detroit.  He completed his undergraduate work in seven semesters and sought out a law school that would admit a student in midyear.  He found five in the Midwest, and all accepted him.  He decided on Wisconsin.  He didn’t know about the diploma privilege when he came to Wisconsin, but he did make use of it. While he was a student at Madison he met Mary Ellen Ebben on a blind date. They were married in August of 1953. Lowell completed his law school classroom work in the summer of summer of 1955 and began a six month apprenticeship with the law firm of Lines, Spooner & Quarles (now Quarles & Brady) to complete his degree.  While he was there he was drafted into the military and headed off to Fort Leonard Wood for basic training.  The rules at that time provided that, if an apprentice was drafted during his apprenticeship, the balance of apprentice time would be waived and  bar admission would follow.  That was Lowell’s experience. He graduated in a class of one and was sworn in by one of the Supreme Court Justices in a private ceremony.  
After he completed basic training, he was assigned to Counter-Intelligence School at Fort Holabird, Baltimore, Maryland and then assigned to Fifth Army Headquarters in Chicago, and then Detroit.  While on leave he visited in Milwaukee with friends at the Quarles firm and learned of an opening in the firm of Morrissey, Morrissey, & Zastrow, in Elkhorn, Wisconsin. He immediately traveled to Elkhorn and met with Erv Zastrow.  He created a sufficiently good impression that he was asked to meet partners Phillip Morrisey and Alice Morrisey.  Before he was discharged from the army he had been hired as a junior partner in the firm. Today he is senior partner at the firm of Sweet & Maier, S.C.
Mary Ellen gave birth to their son, Lawrence, while Lowell was still serving in the army at Fort George Meade, Maryland.  Their two daughters, Diane and Sara, were born in Elkhorn.  None of their three children are lawyers but one son-in-law is a lawyer.

They now have five granddaughters.

Throughout the years Lowell has served his community in every conceivable capacity.  He was a founder of the Matheson Memorial Library Foundation and still serves as its President.  He helped to found the Walworth County Fair Foundation which he serves as Vice President.  He is one of the founders and a Board member of the Elkhorn fund.  His public service extends far beyond his community and even beyond the borders of the state.

He has served and chaired numerous Wisconsin State Bar Committees including the Continuing Legal Education Committee, the Finance Committee, the Videotape Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Solo and Small Firms Committee, and others.  He served several terms on the Board of Governors.  He is a former Director of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Section, and a former Director and Chair of the Law Office Practice Section.  He has taught classes in the General Practice Course at the University of Wisconsin Law School, and has participated in numerous CLE programs as a presenter on subjects including taxation, probate, real estate and law practice management.  He has been a presenter at the National Legal Education Institute on the subjects of Ethics and Condominium Law.  
He is a fifty year member of the American Bar Association and has served on many committees as well as speaking on real estate matters, and zoning issues at conventions.  He is a charter Member of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers and has been a speaker at Carthage College, the Wisconsin Register of Deeds Convention, the Wisconsin Surveyors Convention, the Wisconsin Tax Description Convention and the Wisconsin Land Use and Zoning Administrators Convention. He is a past President of the Walworth County Bar Association and was an unsuccessful candidate for President of the State Bar but says he enjoyed the campaign tremendously because it gave him a chance to connect with old friends and win new ones.  He never ran for public office but has always maintained a keen interest in politics.  Both he and his wife have been honored for their political work.  Lowell is a staunch fiscal conservative who says he grew up in a very liberal community.  His strong support for human rights and the equality of every person regardless of race, religion, gender or age is evident from the litany of his public service. 
Lowell’s selfless years of service to the community and the Bar have earned him many awards.  He has been honored as a Mentor, and has been cited by the Executive and Legislative Branches of Wisconsin Government for his work on the Condominium Ownership Act.  Governor Dreyfus appointed him to the Joint Survey Committee on Debt Management for the State of Wisconsin.  He served that group as Secretary and held the distinction of being the first member ever to vote “NO” to borrowing money!!!. 

He has been chosen repeatedly as one of the Best Lawyers in America and as a Super Lawyer of Wisconsin. He was co-editor/author of the Wisconsin Condominium Law Handbook, and author of the condominium law chapter of Wisconsin Practice Methods.  He also authored the phased condominium portion of the Condominium Law Series published by Rabkin & Johnson.  He has published numerous  articles on legal subjects. He is a fifty year member of the Lions Club and is an active past President of the Kiwanis Club.  He serves on the Elkhorn Downtown Partnership Committee and has served the Elkhorn Commercial Development Corporation and the Elkhorn Development Corporation.  He is a past member of the Board of Directors of the local Chamber of Commerce.  

When he is not practicing law, writing legal tomes or reading,  Lowell is off fishing. He is an avid reader and his reading tastes center on economics and finance, spy and mystery/ political novels.  He has fished his way from Alaska to Belize and throughout Canada and the United States.  He maintains his sense of humor despite a series of painful back surgeries and attributes his good humor to his two philosophies:  1) that there are only two reasons to get out of bed at 7:00 a.m.--to go fishing or to go home.  2) that God, Himself, has a sense of humor or He never would have created human nature!
